
An American Plague Project 
Imagine it is 1793, you are in Philadelphia, and the Yellow Fever has just been announced 

as being in your town. You are a young journalist, and it is your job to make sure people know 

what is happening in your town. 

Directions: 

1. Create your own newsletter (back then they were called Gazettes – usually it was a few pages 

about all the things happening in the town. So the Gazette should have some sort of name like 

“The Woodchopper’s Gazette”)  

 

2. This newsletter must be realistic to the time period. (Meaning it must look like it is 1793 – 

not 2021. They did not have bleach then, so the paper would not be white.) 

 

3. It needs to be the front and back of a piece of paper. (They were larger than our paper today 

– so it needs to be a larger than the piece of paper then we use today.) 

 

4. You must have at least 10 facts that come from the book An American Plague. (Facts do not 

mean “24% of people died…” It can be any line from the book that is relevant to the article.) 

I want to see that you can pull out quotes that are relevant to your story you are writing and 

that you know how to cite facts in your paper. 

 

5. Needs to have at least four stories. (These four stories are based on the 10 facts you get 

from the book. So you might use two facts in one story, three in the next, three in another one, 

and two in the last one. You just can’t use all of the facts in one article. They must be realistic 

to the story and what is going on.) That means each story should have at least one fact. 

 

6. When including photos you must cite where you got them (ex: An American Plague. Murphy – 

this would go underneath the photo. Hint: most newspapers have photos – it makes it more 

interesting to the reader.) 

 

7. You will need to include filler information – think about what would have been relevant to 1793 

– cows? Wanted posters? Advice column... 

 

8. This must be your OWN creation – it is not a group effort. 

 

9. Be creative – this is your time to shine! 

 

 



An American Plague Project 
Here are some examples of old Gazettes. 

               

The American Plague Project Checklist 

1. Gazette with name turned in  

2. Realistic to Time Period       

3. Front and Back of Paper   

4. Larger than an 8 ½ by 11 paper  

5. 10 facts from the book  

6. Four Stories 

7. Facts cited correctly   

8. If photos Citing Appropriately  

9. Creative 

10. Correct punctuation and grammar 

11. Content relevant to time period and book 

 

 


